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[Participating Parties (listed in alphabetical order by country)]
1) Cambodia: Ministry of Health (MOH)
2) Indonesia: Ministry of Research, Technology and Higher Education (RISTEK)
3) Japan: Japan Agency for Medical Research and Development (AMED)
4) Lao PDR: Ministry of Health (MOH)
5) Myanmar: Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST)
6) New Zealand: Health Research Council (HRC)
7) Russia: Russian Foundation for Basic Research (RFBR)
8) USA: National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID)
9) USA: National Cancer Institute (NCI)
10) Vietnam: Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST)

[Aim of Joint Call and Research Areal
Through multilateral collaboration for medical research and development in the field of

“Health Research” , the aim of the joint call is not only to contribute the development of
regional science but also to overcome medical problems in East Asia in the near future.
The first focused area of the field of “Health Research” under the e-ASIA Joint Research
Program (e-ASIA JRP) is “Infectious Diseases” including dengue fever, cholera, malaria,
tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS, Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs) and bird flu. Though these
are common issues shared by the East Asian countries, in recent decades, the increase of

transportation within and without the region in accordance with the development of



Asian economy has made complex situation to control the outbreak of infectious
diseases.

The e-ASIA JRP has approved seven collaborative research projects which cover influenza,
dengue fever, H5N1 avian influenza, emerging vector-borne viral diseases, liver fluke
infection, malaria, tuberculosis and drug resistance. However, there still exist the needs
for further medical research and development with different approaches to lessen a large
amount of suffering from these diseases in this region.

The second focused area is “Cancer Research” . According to the report1 of Merel
Kimman et al, it was estimated that there were over 700,000 new cases of cancer and
500,000 cancer deaths in ASEAN in the year 2008. The most commonly diagnosed
cancers were lung (98,143), breast (86,842) and liver cancers (74,777). The most
common causes of cancer death were lung cancer (85,772), liver cancer (69,115) and
colorectal cancer (44,280). The report suggested the burden of cancer was significant in
ASEAN and each country was strongly encouraged to put in place cancer-control health

care policies.
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